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AND THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO 
PLOUGHSHARES. WHERE DID THE VETERANS FROM 

THE EASTERN BALKAN PROVINCES SETTLE?*

Alexandra Preda1, Ligia Ruscu2, Ioan Muntean3

Abstract: In this study we examine the settlement patterns of Roman military veterans across four Eastern 
Balkan provinces—Achaia, Macedonia, Thrace, and Lower Moesia—between the reign of Augustus and 
the 3rd century AD. Drawing primarily on epigraphic evidence, this research maps veteran destinations 
and investigates their demographic, social, and cultural impacts on local communities. Findings confirm 
that most veterans remained near their last place of service, with a minority returning to their places of 
origin or relocating independently. Our study highlights the significance of urban centers—particularly 
Roman coloniae, municipia, and key Greek poleis—as primary settlement sites, but also identifies rural 
concentrations of veterans. The paper employs GIS-based mapping for visual analysis and provides insight 
into veterans’ mobility, integration, and legacy within the provincial landscape. 
Keywords: Roman veterans, Eastern Balkan provinces, epigraphic evidence, geospatial analysis, mobility.

It is a truth universally acknowledged that, after discharge, the veterans of the Roman 
army overwhelmingly chose to remain in or close to the place where they had most recently 
served; only a smaller proportion of them, 20 to 25%, elected to return to the place of origin, 
and those who chose a third possibility were in vanishingly small numbers4.

We have attempted to investigate more precisely and put on a map the chosen destina‑
tions of the veterans attested in four Roman provinces: Achaia, Macedonia, Thrace, and Lower 
Moesia, over the timeframe reaching from the reign of Augustus to the 3rd c. AD. We have 
selected these four provinces for two main reasons. On the one hand, they include as destina‑
tions vastly different types of settlements: Roman coloniae and municipia, Greek poleis of great 
antiquity and much more recently established ones, communities without an urban centre, all 

* This paper had its beginnings in a seminar project in the winter semester 2021/22 of master’s studies in classics 
and archaeology at the Babeş-Bolyai University in Cluj. The early stages of work (gathering the epigraphic material, 
mainly through the use of Epigraphik-Datenbank Clauss – Slaby, Epigraphische Datenbank Heidelberg and Packard 
Humanities Institute Epigraphy project) involved, apart from the signatories, the following graduate students: Mircea 
Macarie, Szekernyés László, Simon Péter, Claudiu Găvănescu, Nagy Zsolt, Cristian Valicec, to all of whom we express 
our thanks. We also thank dr. Oana Toda, who was kind enough to teach us the basics of using Quantum GIS.
1  Doctoral School “History. Civilization. Culture”, Babeș-Bolyai University, M. Kogălniceanu 1, 400347, Cluj-
Napoca, Romania; e-mail: preda.alexandra98@gmail.com.
2  Faculty of History and Philosophy, Department of Ancient History and Archaeology, Babeș-Bolyai University, 
M.  Kogălniceanu 1, 400347, Cluj-Napoca, Romania; e-mail: ligiaruscu@gmail.com; ORCID: https://orcid.
org/0000-0003-3126-2444
3  National Museum of History of Romania, Calea Victoriei 12, 030026, Bucharest, Romania; e-mail: muntean‑
ioan998@gmail.com.
4  FORNI 1953, 41–42; FORNI 1974, 359; RAEPSAET-CHARLIER 1978; BIRLEY 1982/3; ROXAN 1981; 
MANN 1983, 61–63; ROXAN 1989; ROXAN 1997; DERKS/ROYMANS 2006; WESCH-KLEIN 2007, 446.
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of them inhabited by a large variety of people speaking Greek, Latin or different Thracian dia‑
lects, people with origins in the province of Pontus et Bithynia and elsewhere in Asia Minor: in 
their midst, the veterans brought their own habits, their own cultural and ethnic backgrounds 
and interacted with them juridically, economically, socially and personally in various ways. On 
the other hand, these provinces harboured, from the intensely militarized Danube limes to 
peaceful Achaia, all varieties of deployment of Roman military units. The troops themselves, 
initially established mostly in the Western provinces, replenished their ranks with local recruits 
as well as with those originating in wildly different parts of the Empire, from the lower Rhine 
through Italy and Asia Minor to Syria.

The presence of veterans in some of these provinces, especially Lower Moesia, has been 
often discussed before5, but less with an eye specifically on the places of settlement of all cat‑
egories of veterans. The sources employed here are epigraphical, including military diplomas. 
These we have been able to use in only a limited way, as so many such finds are lacking not only 
an archaeological context, but also a certain place of discovery (other than „somewhere in the 
Balkans“). This is all the more regrettable as the diplomas usually record also the place (or at 
least tribe) of origin of their recipient, which would have allowed us to examine more closely the 
mobility of the soldiers. 

We have included those cases where there is a reasonable probability that the person 
in question was indeed a veteran. We have for instance excluded one inscription of Troesmis 
listing the soldiers who received their honesta missio in 1346: some of them no doubt chose to 
remain, but there is no certainty to be achieved as to how many and which ones. There is also 
some uncertainty concerning the limits of the territories of the cities, or even the provincial 
borders7: There is for instance an ongoing debate as to the identification and location of the 
Dobrujan vicus Nou---8, or whether Almus belonged to Lower Moesia or not9. The present 
survey is of course dependent on the current state of research. While this varies hugely from area 
to area, more substantial short-term additions are to be expected in places such as the Flavian 
colony of Deultum, which has up to this point yielded just two attestations (one collective) 
for veterans, but where archaeological research is ongoing; or Neine (Dolna Gradeshnitsa), a 
settlement whose status is under dispute10, but perhaps a polis, situated remarkably close to the 
city of Parthicopolis; recently, several epigraphic texts have surfaced in Neine 11. There are also 
places where up to the present small groups of two or three veterans are attested relatively close 
to one another (such as Izvor, Vojnica and Veles in Paionia; Belovodica, Mojno and Mažučište 
in Pelagonia; Trojaci and Vitolište, also in Pelagonia, the latter perhaps connected to mining12): 
some such may in future prove to be only the first gleanings of larger accumulations of veterans. 
No doubt more evidence will emerge from the Claudian colony of Apri13, should anyone ever 
investigate the place. 

In order to gain an insightful understanding for the reasons behind veterans’ mobility, 
we used the mapping and georeferencing program Quantum Gis (QGis). The aim was to offer a 
5  MANN 1983; FERJANČIĆ 2002; KRÓLCZYK 2009; MATEI-POPESCU 2010; for the origins and networks 
of veterans in Lower Moesia see also PÁZSINT 2022; for soldiers recruited in Lower Moesia, MIHAILESCU-
BÎRLIBA 2024.
6  CIL III 6178 = CIL III 6179 = CIL III 6180 = ISM V 137 = AE 2012, 1275.
7  For the Balkan provinces see PAPAZOGLOU 1978; GEROV 1988; PAPAZOGLOU 1988; WILKES 2000; 
MIRKOVIĆ 2008; MIHAILESCU-BÎRLIBA 2018.
8  Cf. MIHAILESCU-BÎRLIBA 2018, 155–157, with the literature. 
9  CONRAD 2004, 10.
10  Cf. SHARANKOV 2020, esp. no. 5.
11  GARBOV 2017.
12  DONEV 2019, 328 no. 18.
13  MANN 1983, 36. 
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graphic support for our analysis, while using as a base support tool a catalogue table containing 
the inscriptions gathered from various online databases, catalogues or publications. Using the 
data from every inscription regarding the place of discovery or the original archaeological con‑
text, we created a shapefile database in QGIS and added on a base map a single point for the 
location of each veteran. In most cases we were able to determine the ancient place of settle‑
ment regardless of the modern-day place of discovery, unfortunately in some cases we were 
constrained to use the modern location due to the lack of sufficient epigraphical information 
regarding the original context. Each map is designed to show the provinces’ borders, some 
general geographical data, possible road routes and the location of some large settlements such 
as municipia, coloniae or cannabae where the epigraphical material is numerous and, as such, 
clusters of points are formed. Besides generating maps depicting all the veterans, we also cre‑
ated maps of the inscriptions separated into four main datasets defined as: military diplomas, 
honorary inscriptions, votive inscriptions and funerary inscriptions. For each type, we generated 
chronological maps for every century, while for the inscriptions spanning from the end of a cen‑
tury to the beginning of the next or for the cases with uncertain dates, we made separate maps, 
and where there was no overlap, we were able to combine the maps. Other types of inscriptions 
found in small numbers in our database (dedications, lists, albums, legal documents), which 
could not be placed in the four categories but also had no overlap between themselves, were 
placed together on a single map. These various types of maps were created with the intention of 
avoiding limitations and misleading conclusions brought on by treating all types of inscriptions 
as identical sources and to ensure that our analysis of the data is as thorough and transparent as 
possible. 

Roughly two-thirds of our veterans are attested in clusters of five or more, the remaining 
third occur isolated or in smaller groups of up to four veterans. The former are to be found 
mostly in the larger cities – Roman colonies, municipia, Greek poleis or the canabae of legionary 
and auxiliary camps – which have been referred to above. These places are situated mostly on 
the periphery of the area under discussion: on the shores of the two seas and along the Danube 
(including the city of Nicopolis ad Istrum, whose territory reached the river); the one excep‑
tion is Philippopolis. It bears repeating: our conclusions are much dependent upon the state 
of research, and this notably lags for the Thracian inland compared to the settlements of the 
periphery. Still, the concentration of the veterans closely follows the general distribution of the 
population of the area: The cities in the vast interior of Thrace, most of them only established 
by Trajan and only some of these from already extant pre-Roman settlements, have remained, 
although endowed on foundation with vast territories, less populated and less developed14. 

As expected, by far the most veterans were discharged from military units stationed in 
Lower Moesia. Of those who had served elsewhere, most came, in decreasing numbers, from the 
praetorian guard or the vigiles; the fleet units stationed in neighbouring Upper Moesia and the 
Dacian provinces; the Germanic provinces and Noricum; Syria; Hispania; Egypt; and Lycia et 
Pamphylia. Most of these men originated probably in our area of research and returned home 
after discharge, if not to the exact spot, at least to the general region; in 18 or 19 cases15, this is 

14  See for this DONEV 2019, esp. 274–293.
15  M. Ulpius M. f. Ulpia Secundus (no. 69) of Nicopolis ad Istrum, served in Rome, returned to Nicopolis ad Istrum; 
M. Septimius M. f. Ulpia Maeticus (no. 223) of Trimontium in the territory of Philippopolis, served in Rome, 
returned to Trimontium; C. Vetilius C. f. Fabia Sedatus (no. 298) of Heraclea Lyncestis, served in Upper Moesia, 
returned to Heraclea Lyncestis; Bithus Solae f. (no. 199), Bessus, served in Dacia Inferior, settled at Palamarca in 
Lower Moesia; M. Aurelius M. f. Ulpia Mucianus (no. 241) of Pautalia, served in Rome, settled at Leshko in Lower 
Moesia; Romaesta Rescenti f. (no. 206), Spiurius, served in Syria, settled at Zafirovo in Lower Moesia; Seuthes ---is 
f. (no. 209), (S)caenus, served in Syria, settled at Gradiste in Lower Moesia; M. Aurelius M. f. Ulpia Vellicus (no. 
211) of Serdica, served in Rome, settled at Suhache in Lower Moesia; Dules Datui f. (no. 243), Bessus, served in 
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stated explicitly. However, there is a small number of veterans, seven, who chose to settle in this 
area although neither being born nor having served here. Three of them are found in veteran 
colonies16; but for the other four17, no reasons are apparent. Of especial interest is the small knot 
of veterans attested in the area of Iskăr (nos. 213–217), of different origins and having served 
in different units in different places, who seem to have stuck together for no other reason than 
their all being veterans. Of course, these cases are way too few for any statistical relevance; they 
serve to remind us, though, that the mobility of veterans was far more intricate and nuanced 
than might appear at first sight. 

Some of these veterans had remarkable military careers, such as the famous Ti. Claudius 
Maximus, the captor of Decebalus (no. 276)18, or T. Valerius Marcianus (no. 35), who ended his 
military service as a beneficiarius consularis in Dacia, after having served on the eastern frontier 
under three commanders and in an expeditio Germanica under two19. Some of them went on to 
civilian careers in their chosen places of residence, such as C. Valerius Valenti (f.) Ulpianus (no. 
274), who served as quaestor and duumvir iure dicundo of the colonia Philippi, was prefect of the 
collegium fabrum beside the consul and flamen of the cult of Vespasian, or M. Ulpius Longinus 
(no. 46), who became a buleuta at Tomis; but the overwhelming majority preferred the peace 
of retirement.

I. Destinations

1. Roman coloniae
Philippoi, a polis founded by Philip of Macedon ca. 355 BC in the vicinity of the gold 

mines of the Pangaion, was famously, in 42 BC, the site of one of the last great battles of the 
Roman civil wars. Antony, later Augustus re-founded the city as a colonia; Roman veterans were 
settled here; the colonia was granted the ius Italicum and bore since 27 BC the name colonia Iulia 
Augusta Philippensis. The prosperity of the city, its status and its advantageous position on the 
via Egnatia20 made it attractive for veterans; 16 are attested here. 

There are eight veterans attested at Patrai. The city, one of the twelve ancient poleis of 

Germania Inferior, settled at Breznik in Thrace; M. Aurelius M. f. Ulpia Potens (no. 245) of Philippopolis, served 
in Rome, settled at Karlovo in Thrace; Durise Bithi f. (no. 246), Thracian, served in Germania, settled at Manolich 
in Thrace; Valerius Valeri f. Valens (no. 248), born castris in Moesia Inferior, served in Lycia et Pamphylia, settled 
at Strazhitsa in Thrace; M. Aurelius Mucatrali f. Zerula (no. 250), of Serdica, served in Rome, settled at Prodanovci 
in Thrace; a veteran from Bessus (no. 255) served in Dacia Superior, settled at Miroljubovo in Thrace; C. Aurelius 
C. f. Ulpia Valens (no. 256) of Serdica, served in Rome, settled at Planinica in Thrace; C. Iulius --- (?) (no. 306) 
of Beroia, served in Germania Superior, settled at Elimeia in Macedonia; C. Valerius Dolentis f. Valens (no. 215) 
of Serdica, served in Rome, settled in the area of Iskăr in Lower Moesia; M. Aurelius M. f. Iovinianus (no. 217) of 
Serdica, served in Rome, settled in the area of Iskăr in Lower Moesia. Gorius Stibi f. (no. 63), who describes himself 
as Dacus, had served in Syria and settled at Nicopolis ad Istrum, likely also belongs to this group. For Dacians in the 
units of the Roman army see DANA/MATEI-POPESCU 2009.
16  C. Iulius Gratus (no. 219) of Berytus, served in Rome, settled at Philippopolis; M. Valerius M. f. Publilia (no. 
290) of Verona served in Germania (?), settled at Dion; L. Valerius L.  f. Valens (no. 234) of Ancyra, served in 
Germania Superior, settled at Deultum. 
17  L. Ennius L. f. Tromentina Ferox (no. 59) of Aquae Stellatae, served in Rome, settled at Tomis; Aelius Aurelius 
Aeli f. Atticus (no. 122) of Dorylaeum, served at Rome, settled at Istros; Sextus Busturionis f. (no. 251), Pannonius, 
served in Dacia, settled at Palatovo; M. Valerius M. f. Apollinaris (no. 216) of Antioch, served in Rome, settled in 
the region of Iskăr. 
18  See for him BRÉLAZ, ad CIPh II1, 94, with further literature. 
19  See for him NELIS-CLÉMENT 2000, 52 and annexe 1.3, no. 631; MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 73. 
20  See for the city PAPAZOGLOU 1988, 405–406; BRÉLAZ 2014, 32–55; FOURNIER 2016; BRÉLAZ 
2018, with further literature. Whether the city was also the residence of the provincial governor is uncertain: cf. 
HAENSCH 1997, 104–112.
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Achaia, became in the Roman period the most important harbour for the passage to Italy and 
attracted numerous Roman businessmen. It was established probably 14 BC by Augustus as a 
colony of Roman veterans of the legions XII Fulminata and X Equestris. It bore the name colonia 
Augusta Achaica (or Aroe) Patrensis and went on to become one of the most important cities of 
Greece21.

2. Roman cities evolved from civilian settlements next to military camps
2a. next to legionary camps
Oescus was the garrison place of the legio V Macedonica perhaps already under Augustus22. 

After Trajan moved the legion to Troesmis, the civilian settlement at Oescus was transformed 
into a colonia. It lies near the place where the river of the same name empties into the Danube 
and was also an important communications hub for the land routes along the river, inland into 
Thrace and beyond the Danube into Dacia. It was one of the most important and prosperous 
cities on the Lower Danube limes23. 15 veterans are attested here, some of them probably from 
the time when the legion was still stationed here24. 

The site of Novae25, at a Danube crossing near Svištov, started as a Roman settlement 
under emperor Claudius, ca. 30 AD. The legio VIII Augusta26 stood here at least part of the 
time, under Vespasian the legio I Italica27 was transferred here and remained until the mid-3rd 
century. A municipium is attested in the 3rd century28. 21 veterans are attested at Novae and in 
her territory. 

In 105/6, Trajan garrisoned the legio XI Claudia29 in Durostorum (Silistra), a customs 
post and important connection between the road along the Danube and the one leading inland 
towards Marcianopolis. The civilian settlement which had sprung up close to the camp was 
granted municipal rights, most likely by Marcus Aurelius30. It became a prosperous city, as 
shown by the extensive archaeological research undertaken here31; 14 veterans are attested, most 
but not all from the legion. 

Troesmis32 (today Igliţa, Turcoaia commune, Tulcea county) was initially a Getic settle‑
ment. After the Dacian wars, Trajan transferred the legio V Macedonica from Oescus here, where 
it remained until 16733. After the legion was again transferred, to Potaissa in Dacia34, the civilian 
settlement was elevated to the rank of a municipium, sometime between 177 and 180  AD, 
as shown by a fragmentary lex municipalis35. The presence of the legion over a half-century 

21  See for the city ALCOCK 1993, 33–36; RIZAKIS 1998, 20–52.
22  See for the legion before Trajan RITTERLING 1925, 1527–1576; STROBEL 2000, 523–526; MATEI-
POPESCU 2010, 35–47.
23  See for the camp GUDEA 2005, 413–416; for the city IVANOV 2012b; KABAKCHIEVA 2014.
24  MANN 1983, 37.
25  For the camp GUDEA 2005, 419–425.
26  For the legion REDDÉ 2000. 
27  See for the legion ABSIL 2000; MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 77–125.
28  AE 1964, 224. See for the city KOLENDO 1997; APARASCHIVEI 2010, 87–96. 
29  See for the legion FELLMANN 2000; MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 125–165.
30  There has been considerable debate on this point; cf. for the debate, with further literature, PISO 1991, esp. 
153–154; IVANOV 2012d, 58–62.
31  APARASCHIVEI 2010, 96–105; IVANOV 2012d.
32  See for the fortifications GUDEA 2005, 451–453; for the city APARASCHIVEI 2010, 105–113, 197–205; for 
the archaeological research ALEXANDRESCU/GUGL/KAINRATH 2016.
33  See for the legion at Troesmis MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 45–75. 
34  See for the legion in Dacia BĂRBULESCU 1987; PISO 2000, 213–218.
35  AE 2015, 1255; ECK 2013; ECK 2016.
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is reflected in the attestation of 20 veterans; almost all of them are attested before the legion 
departed. 

2b. next to auxiliary camps
There are five veterans attested at Sacidava36 (Muzait – Dunăreni), in southwestern 

Dobruja on the Danube, where the cohors I Cilicum milliaria equitata sagittariorum37 was gar‑
risoned beginning with the reign of Hadrian, possibly also the cohors IV Gallorum38 between the 
Flavians and Trajan. 

At Abritus (Razgrad) in Thrace there are seven attestations of veterans, including a com‑
munity of veterani et c(ives) R(omani) et consistentes Abrit(t)o ad ca[st(ellum)] (AE 1957, 97). The 
cohors II Lucensium equitata was transferred here probably since 136, after having been stationed 
in Moesia since Vespasian39. The late antique city was built over a Thracian settlement of the 4th- 
1st c. BC40. Systematic archaeological investigations have been undertaken since 195341. 

Montana42, a Thracian settlement superimposed by a Roman camp, lies in an important 
mining area. It was the centre of a large district and developed into a significant settlement of 
disputed status43. It received seven veterans. 

Under the Flavian emperors, an auxiliary fort was established on the Danube at 
Sexaginta Prista, presumably for the fleet; several auxiliary units (cohors II Flavia Brittonum, 
II Mattiacorum, III Gallorum, vexillations of the legio I Italica) are also attested44. Scarcity of 
archaeological research probably explains why only five veterans are attested here.

3. Greek cities
Tomis, home for 21 veterans, was an obvious choice. The city, founded probably in the 

6th century BC, had an unspectacular evolution down to the beginnings of Roman rule45, when 
it gained fame as the place of banishment of Ovid46. In the Roman period however, it became 
the most important city on the Western Pontic shore, bearing the title metropolis47. It was also 
the residence of the governor of Lower Moesia48, probably from the creation of this province. 
Archaeological excavations have been limited, but their results testify to the prosperity of the 
city49. Its external connections reached from Olbia to Alexandria and from Aquileia to Neapolis 
in Samaria, it attracted merchants, artists and athletes, it acted as an intermediary between 
Asia Minor and regions further to the east and south and Rome’s provinces on the Balkans and 
in Central Europe50. Its status was probably that of a civitas libera (apparently with a hiatus 
between Vespasian and Hadrian)51 and the presence of the governor and his staff likely contrib‑
uted to a facies more clearly marked by Roman influence than its neighbouring poleis: Bilingual 

36  SUCEVEANU 1991, 111, 179–180; GUDEA 2005, 443–445.
37  See for the unit MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 201–205.
38  MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 210–212.
39  See for the unit MATEI-POPESCU 2010, 219–220; MATEI-POPESCU 2024, 25–26.
40  See for the site and the city IVANOV 2012e.
41  IVANOV 2012e, 164–165.
42  VELKOV 1987.
43  DONEV 2019, 365 no. 21.
44  See for Sexaginta Prista GUDEA 2005, 427–428.
45  See for all of this AVRAM/HIND/TSETSKHLADZE 2004, 940–941 no. 693; BUZOIANU/BĂRBULESCU 
2007; BUZOIANU/BĂRBULESCU 2012.
46  See for Ovid’s exile at Tomis PODOSSINOV 1987.
47  PUECH 2004, 365.
48  HAENSCH 1997, 333–335.
49  BUZOIANU/BĂRBULESCU 2012.
50  Cf. RUSCU 2014a. 
51  BUZOIANU/BĂRBULESCU 2012, 37–44, with further literature.
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inscriptions or ones just in Latin occur rather frequently52, the city was one of the main orga‑
nizers of gladiatorial games on the Balkans53, its population included a larger percentage of 
Roman citizens and the franchise was granted here to an appreciable number of people54. 

There are 16 veterans attested at Nicopolis ad Istrum55, ranking it, among the Greek 
cities, immediately behind Tomis, and without having the benefit of being a provincial capital. 
The city was founded by Trajan in a previously uninhabited spot 30 km south of the Danube 
and named in recollection of his victories in the Dacian wars. It was established as a polis, like 
other ten or eleven creations of the same emperor in Thrace. The layout and details of its public 
buildings owed a considerable amount to Bithynian influences, also its population, which, apart 
from a large number of local Thracians and immigrants bearing Roman names, included a 
percentage of Bithynian Greeks56. This was the case also of the other Trajanic foundations; 
Nicopolis however was different in one respect. Its elites included, probably from the beginning, 
a proportion – noticeably larger than in the other cities – of bearers of non-Imperial nomina, 
some of them explicitly veterans57. It seems that this city was created as a polis because the 
emperor had decided on this policy in Thrace overall, or because he had not sufficient Roman 
citizens on hand to establish a colony; but a group of veterans formed the nucleus of the elites 
of the new city, thus including it in the network of veterans which spanned the military prov‑
inces of the empire. This explains why Nicopolis subsequently attracted more veterans than the 
other Greek cities of the province, except Tomis. Just two examples: A veteran of Trajan, Publius 
Pompeius P. f. Aemilia Magnus of Stobi, discharged from the legio I Italica, settled in this city, 
where his descendants held public office. A generation later we find another veteran of the same 
legion, Tiberius Claudius Ti. f. Niger, from another Nicopolis (judging by his tribus Sergia, this 
was Actia Nicopolis).

There are also 15 attestations of veterans at Istros. The city was the oldest Greek apoikia 
on the Western Pontic shore and had once been its most important, but in the Roman period, 
in part due to the gradual silting up of its harbour, it had declined to the level of a mere town 
(polichnion)58. Many of these attestations are however due to the presence of an implanted com‑
munity in the territory of Istros: The vicus Quintionis (present-day Sinoe) was a mixed commu‑
nity of veterani et cives Romani and of Bessi, who erected annually on June 13th, the day of the 
Rosalia, an altar for Iupiter Optimus Maximus, naming its magistrates, from both segments of 
population59. Similar communities, of cives Romani and Lai, are attested elsewhere in the ter‑
ritory of Istros60 and of Tomis61, although not explicitly including veterans. Their presence was 
due to the intervention of the Roman state, although the purpose of colonizing such Thracian 
populaces in the Dobruja is not clear62. The presence of so many veterans in the territory of this 
city may be due in part to the state of research, more advanced at Istros and in her territory than 
in most Greek cities of Thrace, but also to the fact that Istros had – at least most of the time – the 

52  ALEXIANU 2005; BECHET 2009.
53  Cf. MANN 2011, 54–77. 
54  RUSCU 2014b; RUSCU 2016.
55  See for this city IVANOV/IVANOV 1994; POULTER 1995; RUSEVA-SLOKOSKA/IVANOV/DINCHEV 
2002; IVANOV 2012c.
56  POULTER 1992.
57  See for this RUSCU 2007.
58  STRABO 7.6.1. See for the city AVRAM 2003; AVRAM/HIND/TSETSKHLADZE 2004, 932–933. 
59  ISM I 324, 326–328, 330–332.
60  vicus Secundini: ISM I 343–347, 349.
61  vicus Turris Muca---: ISM II 141.
62  See for this and for these villages AVRAM 1990; BĂRBULESCU 2001, 139–141.
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status of a civitas stipendiaria63, which allowed the allotment of land to veterans of the Roman 
army within its territory, individually or collectively.

Philippopolis was neither a colonia nor a provincial capital; yet we encounter an agglom‑
eration of veterans (10) here too. The city64, founded by Philip II of Macedon next to the 
Thracian fortress of Pulpudeva and since then fallen again under Thracian control, was con‑
quered by the governor of Macedon M. Terentius Varro Lucullus and later integrated into the 
province of Thrace. Here, Philippopolis was the seat of the koinon of the province and bore the 
title metropolis, probably since Septimius Severus65. It was a flourishing city and an important 
road and navigation junction between the Danube, the Aegean and the Black Sea. As such, its 
attraction for veterans is easily explained, even for those who came here from far away, such as 
C. Iulius Gratus, veteran of the praetorian guard, born in Berytus66.

Finally, the city of Stoboi in Paionia in the province of Macedonia, situated on the river 
Axios, the main connection between the Aegean and the Danube, Macedonian probably since 
the 3rd c. BC, enjoyed a special situation during the Principate. It gained, perhaps 43 or 42 BC, 
the status of an oppidum civium Romanorum, unparalleled in the Greek East; later, perhaps 
under Augustus, in any case before the Flavians, it became a municipium, again a rare status67. 
That it was endowed also with the ius Italicum offers an additional explanation for the fact that 
it attracted five veterans. 

4. Other settlements
There are also small agglomerations in rural areas aside from urban centres, probably 

with the status of civitates peregrinae. One such, with five veterans, is at Utus (Milkovica, r. Lovec, 
near the Danube), where the presence of an auxiliary fort is supposed. The ala I Hispanorum or 
the ala II Hispanorum et Ar(a)vacorum may have stood here68. 

Ibida69, in northern-central Dobruja, flourished especially in the Late Roman period. 
The preceding settlement however, whose status – military or civilian, city or village – is not 
yet clear70, appears to have been prosperous enough to attract veterans: six chose to settle here. 

Finally, there is an accumulation of five military diplomas in an area around the modern 
city of Iskăr. Unfortunately, the findspots of these diplomas are not always exactly known71, nor 
is there much information on the ancient settlements in the area, so the possibility remains open 
that this is an only apparent agglomeration of veterans. 

II. Origins

Just seventy-one veterans out of the 317 have explicitly indicated their place or tribe of 
origin. In order to take a closer look at the mobility of such people, we have divided them into 
two categories: those whose places of origin lie outside the four provinces here examined, and 
those who come from within them. The two categories are remarkably well-balanced: thirty-five 
to thirty-six.

The places of origin of veterans from outside our provinces reach from the tribes of the 
63  NAWOTKA 1997, 65–79. MATEI-POPESCU (2013) and AVRAM (2018, 515–516) argue for the status of 
civitas libera et immunis, at least under Augustus. 
64  See for the city TOPALILOV 2012.
65  PUECH 2004, 367. 
66  AE 2001, 1750. See for him also ECK/PANGERL 2015, 120.
67  See for the city PAPAZOGLOU 1988, 313–323; WISEMAN 1993, 1762–1763; WISEMAN 1999, 1359.
68  GUDEA 2005, 416; CONRAD 27.
69  See for Ibida MIHAILESCU-BÎRLIBA 2011; RUBEL 2015.
70  Veteran settlement: PARASCHIV/IACOB/CHIRIAC 2019.
71  MASHOV 1996. 
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Tungri and Treveri in the west to Berytus and Emesa in the east. A slight majority (15) came 
from Asia Minor (Ancyra, Amastris, Ephesos, Pessinus, Dorylaion, Nicaea, Troas, Nicomedia 
and the Abrettene). This is not surprising, given that in Asia Minor as a whole, except for the 
Cappadocian limes, few troops are stationed, so those willing to serve had often to make do with 
units of provinces outside it72. These veterans are mostly isolated individuals, but small knots 
of people come from places such as Ancyra, with five veterans, or Amastris, with two. Ancyra 
was permeated by Latin culture to an unusual degree for a Greek city, due to a substantial pres‑
ence, temporary or permanent, of members of the Roman military73. Less usual is the case of 
the veteran Sentius Ponticus of Amastris (no. 31), who seems to have brought his entire family 
to Troesmis: He had served in the legio V Macedonica, two of his brothers were soldiers of the 
same legion, and another brother is also mentioned. Another extended family originating in the 
same city of Amastris includes T. Flavius Valentinus, veteran of the legio V Macedonica, and his 
wife, also the veteran’s brother and his wife (no. 30). As the (admittedly imprecise) dating of the 
two inscriptions largely overlaps, it is not likely that the decisions of two families of Amastris to 
relocate to Troesmis at about the same time were entirely unconnected to each other.

Seven people indicate their origin in various parts of Italy (Aquae Statellae, Heraclea (?), 
Luca, Ariminum, Brixia, Mediolanum, Verona). Predictably, they are all dated before the early 
2nd c. and, with one exception (no. 59, going to Tomis), they all settled in the older Roman colo‑
nies of the region (Oescus, Philippi, Dium). A scattering of people, nine, came from the entire 
area west of the Balkans, from Pannonia to the Gauls; they are to be found without exception in 
the Danubian plain, from Oescus to Adamclisi. Many of them indicate tribal origins and some 
of them would have quite some stories to tell, such as Aurelius Macenio (no. 10), who appears to 
stem from Vappincum in Gallia Narbonensis and came to Novae with the legio I Minervia during 
the Dacian wars of Trajan74, or the Haeduan Iulius Saturio Iuli l(ibertus) (no. 203), missicius of 
the ala Capitoniana, who may have been a public slave belonging to his military unit75. Their 
dates are spread out between the mid-1st and the latter part of the 2nd century. As the veterans 
from Asia Minor are also dated (with just two exceptions) mainly to the 2nd century, this also 
confirms the general tendency throughout the Empire: less and less soldiers coming from Italy, 
increasing numbers from other parts of the Empire76. Rather more surprising is the almost com‑
plete lack of people from Illyricum; even after the practice of issuing military diplomas to vet‑
erans of auxiliary units ceased, such people still ought to be visible in other categories of sources. 

Thirty-six people indicate their origin within the four provinces here discussed. Apart 
from people with tribal provenances (Bessi mostly), the origins given are without exception 
some of the same places where veterans retired to: Serdica most often, Oescus, Stobi, Nicopolis 
ad Istrum. Along with two indications of provenance castris / canabae and two cases where 
the place of retirement is also the place of origin, this confirms again that veterans tended to 
stick together and to move in their accustomed milieu. One relevant case is C. Iulius Gratus 
(no. 219), veteran of the praetorian guard, born at Berytus, buried at Philippopolis sometime 
between 45/6 n. Chr., when the province of Thracia was established, and 56/7 n. Chr., when 
the legio IIII Scythica (to which the veteran who set up his epitaph belonged) was transferred to 
the East77. Of the legions whose veterans took part in the foundation of the Roman colony at 
Berytus, the V Macedonica had been formerly stationed, just like the IIII Scythica, on the Balkan 

72  For the Roman army in Asia Minor see RÉMY 1987; MITCHELL 1993, 118–124; MAREK 2010, 472–479; 
ECK 2014. Cf. also RUSCU 2017.
73  MITCHELL I 133–15; GLIA, 22–30.
74  RUSCU 2024.
75  See for this issue SILVER 2016.
76  MANN 1983, 49–68.
77  AE 2001, 1750. See for him: ECK/PANGERL 2015, 120.
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peninsula, in Macedonia, then in Moesia; thus, the connections of Gratus family with this area 
may have determined the choice of his place of retirement. 

III. Trends

The sample examined in this paper, limited in size and with unequal conditions of dis‑
covery, has little statistical value. It can however point towards certain trends. 

The inscriptions attesting our veterans are overwhelmingly funerary monuments and 
military diplomas, followed by votive offerings. There are very few honorary inscriptions men‑
tioning veterans, which indicates that most of them preferred the peace and quiet of their retire‑
ment over the bustle of civic life and public office.

The briefest glance at the map shows that, as was to be expected, most veterans and the 
largest concentrations of them are to be found on and near the Danube limes. Of the veterans 
attested in Lower Moesia, the vast majority had served in units of this province, with just a 
sprinkling of people stemming from units of Upper Moesia, one of the Dacian provinces, Syria 
or from units, mostly the praetorian guard, stationed in the city of Rome. While the places on 
or near the Danubian limes (Novae, Troesmis, Durostorum, Abritus, Sacidava, Sexaginta Prisca, 
also Istros) show no veterans of units other than those of Lower Moesia (with the exception of 
no. 122), some Greek cities, such as Tomis or Nicopolis, include veterans having served in prov‑
inces as varied as Dacia, Syria and Lycia et Pamphylia. This again shows that these cities attracted 
veterans from greater distances away than their last station. This is no doubt due to the cities’ 
prosperity and importance, but also, as cases such as C. Iulius Gratus (no. 219) show, to the 
networks of veterans extending well beyond the strictly military milieu. The initial origins differ 
widely, but specifically people from Asia Minor, having chosen to serve mostly in the legions, 
settled exclusively in Lower Moesia. The other three provinces, owning few troops themselves, 
harbour people having served in units widely dispersed, not even with a clear predominance of 
Lower Moesia. Veterans of units from Syria, Rome, the Germanic and the Dacian provinces, 
Egypt, Hispania Tarraconensis or Lycia et Pamphylia are all represented. 

Most of those veterans who came early, under Augustus and in the 1st century AD (and 
whose origins, insofar known, point mostly toward Italy), cleaved to veteran colonies, and a 
large proportion of those are connected to the activities of Augustus (Patrai, Oescus, Stoboi). 
They (or their descendants) are attested in rural environments in much smaller numbers. This 
is only natural: the onset of Roman rule in the Balkans was still accompanied by troubles at the 
borders. The Thracian inland was up to the reign of Claudius a client kingdom and even after 
the creation of the province of Thrace was still administered through the system of strategiae78; 
also, the Moesian limes along the Danube was only gradually being established79. The veterans 
are to be found, outside veteran colonies, only on the fringes of our research area. The major 
changes introduced by Trajan in the wake of the conquest of Dacia, notably the creation of ten 
or eleven new settlements with the status of Greek poleis80, also affected the behaviour of the 
veterans. Their numbers increased noticeably, which of course also coincides with the peak of 
epigraphic activity generally in this area, especially after the epigraphic habit extended inwards, 
into areas previously untouched by it. Beginning with the reign of Trajan, Greek cities, old or 
new (such as Tomis and Nicopolis ad Istrum), became major destinations for veterans. Over the 
2nd and 3rd centuries, most evidence comes, for obvious reasons, from the area of the Danube 
limes. After the Severan period attestations of veterans fall rather sharply: most categories of 

78  For the strategiae see PARISSAKI 2009.
79  See for this MATEI-POPESCU 2010, esp. 25–33, with further literature.
80  See for this WILKES 2000; BOTEVA 2014.
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military no longer received diplomas and the general crisis of the Empire caused a massive drop 
in the production of inscriptions of all kinds. 

Maps and table alike seem to suggest that veterans preferred cities and large settle‑
ments as their final destination. However, this is likely misleading, given that the present state 
of research favours them over small rural settlements or even villae. A hint in this direction (for 
what it is worth given the slight numbers available) is given by the fact that people who indicate 
tribes or small settlements as their origin are to be found established predominantly in rural 
areas, regardless of the type of unit in which they had served. 

The veterans’ choice of home was determined by reasons which we can rarely identify 
precisely, and which may have been (especially in the case of places where the veteran had 
neither originated from nor served in) entirely idiosyncratic. Their impact on the communi‑
ties within which they settled was however considerable. Even given their tendency to stick 
together, they brought with them habits, attitudes and mores, including the language81, which 
could differ considerably from those of their civilian environment, especially in the case of more 
recently acquired provinces. Still, while the place of the soldier and to a somewhat lesser degree 
of the veteran in Roman society was defined by the distinction between military and civilian, 
neither soldier nor veteran were, regardless of their social or cultural origins, a foreign body 
in whatever environment they happened to be embedded82. The distance between, say, a raw 
recruit from remote Britannia or the harsh Alpine valleys and the refined scion of an elite family 
in some very old Greek polis was much diminished by the former’s passing through the ranks 
of the Roman army, which transformed him into a citizen of the Empire. Following up where 
the veterans chose to spend their lives after discharge contributes to understanding their role in 
Roman society.
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Pl. I. Inscriptions mentioning veterans discovered in the studied area.



63And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. II.  Inscriptions mentioning veterans dated to the 1 c. AD and between 1 c. BC – 1 c. AD.



64 Alexandra Preda, Ligia Ruscu, Ioan Muntean

Pl. III. Inscriptions mentioning veterans dated to the 2nd c. AD.



65And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. IV. Inscriptions mentioning veterans dated to the 3rd c. AD.
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Pl. V. Inscriptions mentioning veterans dated to the 1st- 2nd c. AD.



67And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. VI. Inscriptions mentioning veterans dated to the 2nd- 3rd c. AD.



68 Alexandra Preda, Ligia Ruscu, Ioan Muntean

Pl. VII. Inscriptions mentioning veterans for which a precise dating cannot be ascribed.



69And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. VIII. Military diplomas discovered in the studied area.
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Pl. IX. Military diplomas dated to the 1st c. AD.



71And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. X. Military diplomas dated to the 2nd c. AD.
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Pl. XI. Military diplomas dated to the 3rd c. AD. together with military 
diplomas for which a precise dating cannot be ascribed.



73And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. XII. Funerary inscriptions discovered in the studied area.
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Pl. XIII. Funerary inscriptions dated to the 1 c. AD and between 1 c. BC – 1 c. AD.



75And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. XIV. Funerary inscriptions dated to the 2nd c. AD.
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Pl. XV. Funerary inscriptions dated to the 3rd c. AD.



77And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. XVI. Funerary inscriptions dated to the 1st- 2nd c. AD.
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Pl. XVII. Funerary inscriptions dated to the 2nd- 3rd c. AD.



79And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. XVIII. Funerary inscriptions for which a precise dating cannot be ascribed.
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Pl. XIX. Votive inscriptions discovered in the studied area.
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Pl. XX. Votive inscriptions dated to the 1st c. AD and to the 2nd c AD.
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Pl. XXI. Votive inscriptions dated to the 3rd c. AD



83And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. XXII. Votive inscriptions dated within broader time frames than a century
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Pl. XXIII. Honorary inscriptions discovered in the studied area
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Pl. XXIV. Honorary inscriptions dated to the 1st c. AD, the 2nd c. AD and the 3rd c. AD.
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Pl. XXV. Honorary inscriptions dated within broader time frames than a century



87And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares

Pl. XXVI. Inscription types found in small amounts, 1st to 3rd c. AD.
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